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Abstract 
Decades of research in spoken language processing has attempted to answer many questions, 
from those related to its basic structure and units of abstraction, psychological realization, to 
biological foundation.  One intriguing aspect of spoken language that drives this large body of 
research and the accompanied theoretical advances is individual differences in learning.  In this 
presentation, I will highlight some of the studies from my research group that examined learner-
internal and -external factors that contribute to individual differences, including factors such 
as biological variability, instructional and input characteristics, and their interactions.  I will 
present studies that investigated first and second language learners as well as studies of children 
with or are at higher likelihood of neurodevelopmental conditions.  I argue that an emphasis 
on investigating individual differences has tremendous potential for translational linguistics 
that has direct implications for clinical and pedagogical practices.   
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